C 10 H 10 Br 2 N 2 Pt, triclinic, P1 (no. 2), a = 5.6590(9) Å,
Source of materials
A pale yellow suspension of dibromido(1,5-cyclooctadiene) platinum(II) (0.2030 g, 0.438 mmol) in pyridine (py; 1 mL) was heated for 30 min at 100°C. After cooling, the precipitate was separated by filtration, washed with ether, and dried at 50°C, to give a yellow powder (0.1694 g). Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow evaporation from a CH 3 CN solution.
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with d(C-H) = 0.94 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) with the help of the SHELXL program (AFIX 43 option) [2] .
Comment
This contribution is part of my continuing interest in the structural chemistry of platinum and palladium complexes containing pyridine [5] [6] [7] . The crystal structure of the related complex cis-[PtBr 2 (py) 2 ] was previously determined in the monoclinic space group C2/c [8] .
The title complex trans-[PtBr 2 (py) 2 ] is isotypic with the previously reported analogous bromido-Pd complex trans-[PdBr 2 (py) 2 ] [6] . In the title complex, the central Pt(II) ion has a trans-Br 2 N 2 square-planar coordination defined by two N atoms from two distinct pyridine ligands and two Br − anions.
The complex crystallizes in the triclinic space group P1 and the asymmetric unit contains one half of the complex. Consequently, the Pt atom is located on an inversion center, and therefore the PtBr 2 N 2 moiety is exactly planar and the two pyridine rings are parallel (cf. the figure) . The dihedral angle between the PtBr 2 N 2 unit plane and the nearly planar pyridine ring (maximum deviation = 0.01(1) Å) is 58.7(3)°. Bond lengths and angles are in the expected ranges for such Pt(II) complexes [6, 9] . The complexes are stacked in columns along 
